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Gharial on the brink

The gharial
population has been
at its lowest since
the 1970s. What
went wrong and
what can we do?
ROMULUS WHITAKER
and JANAKI LENIN

ISPY tendrils of mist rise del-
icately from the water surface,
tinged gold by the dawn. Your

" Bird deaths blamed on dirty Yamuna

=~ == Delhi Govt Report Points To Toxic Elements in StagnantWater

breath hangs as little clouds of
vapour as you gaze upon the Girwa

River on a cold winter morning, A trio e :.._'-' ..::.:m il
of hollow clapping sounds from the S <=
other side of the river, half a kilometre - Peporied I kbl samcts
away tells you that an adult male gha- S aferfid e Rl
rial is advertising his presence, It is the e, (2minated fish und

- cause of bird fln The

height of the breeding season. The
place seems trapped in a time in early SSA

history when man was still clad in ani- SR — i repectve me

mal skins, It is only as the sun rises St 5 gF 2 -m‘ PRI ST cannot :"F'm“;.
higher and burns the mist off the water :,”Lm"‘“m’ ;
that the world comes into focus with CRITICALLY ENDANGERED: Captive gharial at the Madras € | Fitytbree  migratory
appalling clarity. The five-km stretch Ol Bird s ‘“:.;E

of the Girwa River in Katerniaghat e this morth, Later UP
Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the only hatched by FAO consultant Bob Bus-  abilitytosupport larger numbersofthe  Dhruva Basu compile fires it T thor
three wild breeding sites left in the tard When they reached a metre in  animal, of the last 10 years they had added paisca ta |

world for the most unique of all the length, thevwere releasedinthewild  During the drv summer months, the  drastic decline in g Mo o 5l fe2 These ol
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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE, NOT A DROP TO DRINK: After a
heavy downpour, a boy collects drinking water in Kolkata. Life
in the city and its adjacent districts was paralysed as incessant
overnight rain, measuring a record 180 mm, flooded vast areas
and disrupted traffic.

in a devastated village .

Y aruTa 7E & At 2Ed T 114 At afvaw enfifes awt Az For
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T T T S R el @ wdt @ 99 ¥ A € g srer § 3w

A Kashmiri earthquake survivor carries water in the snow
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THE RIDE OF HIS LIFE

Basic Safety Precautions To Be Taken :

Listen to radio/TV for the latest weather bullelins and flood warnings. Pass on the
information to others.

* Make a family emergency kit which should include; a portable radio/transistor,
torch, spare batteries, a first aid box along with essential medicines, ORS, dry
food items, drinking water, matchboxes, candles and other essential items.

* Keep hurricane lamp, ropes, rubber tubes, umbrella and bamboo stick in your
house. These could be useful. ! g A it

* Keep your cash, jewellery, valuables, important documents etc. in a safe place. | e

* Ifthere is a flood, move along with your family members and cattle to safe areas like P o e =
relief camps, evacuation centres, elevated grounds where you can lake shelter.
* Tumn off power and gas connections before leaving your house. eaw raln rowns o
During floods WWWMMHSMMWHWMZD&VS

* Don't enter into flood waters; it could be dangerous. Ez"."-".":;"-:‘“’:"n;‘”-

* Don't allow children to play in or near flood waters. b s bogivaiuniol
Power blackoats scourred af

* Stay away from sewerage line, gutters, drains, culverts etc. M Do o Tk

* Be careful of snakes, snakebites are common during floods. %ﬁﬁs

* Stay away from electric poles and fallen power-lines to avoid electrocution. ot st

* Don't use wet electrical appliances - get them checked before use.
* Eat freshly cooked and dry food. Always keep your food covered.
* Use boiled and filtered drinking water.

*  Keep all drains, gutters near your house clean.

« Stagnation of water can breed vector/water-borne diseases .In case of sickness,
seek medical assislance.

* Use bleaching powder and lime to disinfect the surroundings. T e
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a water harvester?

This monsoon, join us in counting the raindrops & m
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Jharia to be shifted

COAL FIRE CATASTROPHE

Law Kumar Mishra | e

““The Centre has already 1990, Aceording to the Rana

sanctioned Rs 14 crore for the  panel, the cost of shifting peo-

Dhanbad: The government

first phase of shifting.”

ple will be at Rs 20,000 crore.
bty

has decided to relocate an en- Cl.aimsngmobomea‘the Rana panel hada]msah‘l,
tire township — Jharia — be-  world's major
cause of the drives, d the shi from Jharia, since malwmh

spread of underground fires

that have been burning for ul

years in the coal belt.

Coal unit fi ned
Rs 300 crin
damages

Dhananjay Mahapatra | Thw

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
has asked India’s largest coal
producing company — South
Eastern Coalfields Ltd — to pay
within a month Rs 300 crore as
compensation for using forest
land in Chhattisgarh. This is in
addition to Rs 50 crore already
paid by the PSU, which is a sub-
sidiary of Coal India Ltd, to con-
tinue its operations in the state.

SECL will have to pay Rs 100
crore within a week and the rest
within a menth, the forest Bench
comprising CJI Y K Sabharwal
and Justices Arijit Pasayat and
S H Kapadia directed on Friday

‘The court, in its earlier judg-

wnn1dbednneinthmephu— Rs 60,000 crore is lying

the Jharia

‘Over 50%
of coal-belt
mines unsafe’

Law Kumar Mishra | ten

Dhanbad: Three days after one of the worst
mining disasters in decades left 54 people
dead, the chief of the company which
owns these mines, said no less than half the
mines in the area did not meet the basic
safety standards.

Bharat Coking Coal Ltd (BCCL) chair-
man Partho S Bhattacharya, however, said
on Saturday the company shouldn't be
blamed for operating unsafe mines because
workers and trade unions had blocked
moves to shut these for fear of losing jobs.

WAIT AND WATCH: A crowd h

the rescue
outside the Bharat Coking Coal Ltd mine at Bhatdih in Jharkhand

on Thursday

‘Safety standards
were not in place’

Law Kumar Mishra | Ten

tained, even though the direc-
tor general of mine safety car-

ment, had said that all compa-  He said only one out of 41 mines was oper-  Dhanbad: Union coal ries out surveys of the safety
ks wore !'able ;%m;m ated scientifically and of the rest, themany  Shibu Soren on Thursday an- norms,” an expert said.
ot of Mot Procent  Were functioning against the advice of the  nounced an ex gratia of Rs3  Some agitating miners al-
Value to continue operations in  Directorate General of Mines Safety Hede-  lakh to the families of themine leged that “there is no emer-
forest land already allotted to  scribed safety standards in 24 mines as poor. traged,y victims. Soren said: gency measures inside the
them by the states. Bhattacharya said workers were aware of the victims will mine. We go deep — between
Magmng_:fc"’g “gﬁ;;f&&: that they would have to seek voluntary re-  be provided employment by the 400 feet and 1,500 ft — into the
goed u—?:nhe company had one  tirement if unsafe mines were shut. Bharat Coking Coal from today. mines with only an oxygen
of the best records for protec- Bharat Coking Coal management on Sat- A probe by the director gener- mask.” The tragedy points to
tion of environment and had urdaya]sohandedovaremploymem]etters al of mines safety and the the lack of security measures
won awards at the national and  to the i liate people dby fam-  labour commissioner willalso by Bharat Coking Coal despite
state lel‘“"- "‘é said ':‘; Rs hsg ilies of victims. Ironically, these people, be initiated.” previous instances of disasters
e D eneminy most likely, would go to work in mines _Sorenalso held discussions due to methane leak.

enough for it to be allowed coal  deemed unsafe by the company. with Bharat Coking Coal offi-

mining operations. Appearing
for the ministry of environment
and farecte connesl A TN Ran

BCCL's audit of the safety status of
mines, graded second and third degrees,

cials and promised dical

Atleasl-prwplewarean]sd
in mine,

help to the t’our sur\rlvors.
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1 glaen W o fsR S gear @1 gElee wem
ufiee & @ g faer ?q 79 enifea €
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uftagd (Transport)
WA uReagd
ARd fovd o1 3O Halfeeh Teah Sa dre ]9
2, 98 HeH el oW 62.16 @@ TRl ©
(2020-21)| 9RA ® HgH URaed, I Iiaed 9
Ted YRY geNl T qun =awen # We®
qfiee, ¥ UResd &1 oTual SAfieh gfaurss
21 I IR #1 euen g+ IR Hi gl
el s | ® -
« (D AT HI UL TSHh i AT ANG
Tgd HH 2l
.« 3UTRT Sae-wEe 9 fafes— 9-ar ™
Hgoh oA S Wehdl B
o fYF T YA qAl TEIS & § ot
geoh fafa =1 1 gehdl 21
« 3T9&TRd Y AT, ®F U o HF TR
o Uit o wew fuderh 2
. IE PR FaTl IS FHIE © a9l
<SG o SAA I oNTa i STUeTRd %4 B
. TSH YRAeH, 3T uRae WeAl o SuAr |
T HE o &G F o T Il 2, Y FSoh,
Yotd Wy, a9 o Gt = i Sgdl 2|
ARA H TSl ! T oh STER W 3= - B
ot o ofiepd femam T2 €1 U TSI of HiTE
3@ 91 3 ! i Tl iRt S
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I SE ATelt 6 < aTclt Hal TSN i TSh
RS YR 1 1 @ URESH o dqgd Q
TR wEded § WM S-S0 MR S
SRl HAPER W Sed © qen fgdta
yd-ufvem wfeamn st faerer (s19m) qen
UREER (TORIA) ! Sedl 21 T9 T&T TSHr
999 ILYI IRA o WA (Mega cities) =g

e 1 T o UReed THT H ZAH HE B
TE TSI URASHT - 9Rd oF T TSTERT
TR (NHAIL) o 3fosR &5 7 21
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TS T 397 o ST AT Y Sied €13
Weftes ggeh a3 €1 3 THE T TS
SR Y 3feror qon g @ wfvey fomew & ot 7

o I ISRt (State Highways) — U1 &t

et @l e el 9 Sied are

Hgoh Tod TSN el 2|

T qoMrT G& (qUE qen F4) | Hatud SRt
J@dEe morth.nic.in/nationalhighway-details
Y THA Hi| ool 9 TgaR o g2 e IRIe
Tlmnt fohg T oM @A i S S 89

o fgem arf — 3 weeh faa o fafv= yemafs

gl e gereE 9 Sedl 2

e 3T GSH — 3@ A h A I Tgh A

& S o &5 qen el W vRy 9§ Stedt 2
‘QYEEST UTHT Sge URASHl % d@d B
Hgeh! o faehtd 1 fouiv Wieame fiaen 21 3@
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(3 ¥geh 9 WM 96 W 99 9d §eh) g
SireA yEaferd 2

Reprint 2025-26



1

ImIMHEE
§ oA
36°9e ¢ \,\
N 2 /""'”“‘)
5 F .
VO o ¢
- G.a 4 -
7w @ 2
320 é\ .\. =u %E'TFT t.
& iy =5, iy A

|
88° 92°

TS T

T
96° P

36°%-

32°

Reprint 2025-26




. GWId @S — SWod Hehl o Afafi,
TRA TR WfeIer & srefm g dseh
TS & S <9 oF WA & H WS i
fmf 9 TR @@ w1 T AT G
1960 H ST TN FTFehT 1 I q Sad-gat
g3 H Afeh He<d Hi USHh! 1 faeh HE
o 31 TSl o T § g &6l | Afwman
qG © q91 A T & oh enfefe famry o off
EEC
T T S 7
Torea ot T el TSR GeT—37ed <7a (9.02 fehatier)
U gesh e N SR T BRI U8 gl R 9w
AT 1 EIe-Siif Te W Siedl 81 Ted T St
A IHAR oh BRI AT 6 TR Toh STl
TEdt off| 7Te G Tewmerd i sl geaeren § Sied
TS d@ ¥ 3000 HX H TAE W SAMG-mfE
gferenati = @Y o E T 2

®d—http:/ /www.bro.gov.in/pagefimg.asp?
imid=144,And PIBdelhi03October2020

faT 7.3 — veIet U

ggeh T § gge uered & SMuR W+t
TSHl I FHodl I TFh! TSHI B dvihd fHAA
STl €1 Tkl WSoh, WHe, i o qRehie g
fafifa et ®, or: 3 IReEHEl Teh T el
Teoh aul Skq W YA & Sl

fera 7.4 — ITI-T91 HE1 €& T A
( 3TEUTEA 39T)

I ufag

aRd H Y& IReed, aeget den A o uReed
* Yg@ A g1 i uResd oHe &l |
e & 99 - AR, 9907, @Y 9 g s
W Tk HWHM 61 qReeT S| Teh JH@ qiee
o qieF o stfaftea, fusel 150 ot | of e1fes
Y 9 9RAE & T He@Ul 9HeaTs oh &9
T off S ST 81 AR Yot <1 T steferaee,
M 9 HfN & dg vfd ¥ fawm & fau
IEET B .

AR & IREe <91 1 Faifesh g1 e &

® 1 TITERTOT 81 391 1 UBEl LonTel 1853 | §afg iR
AUl F HeA Tl TS St 34 foRdl. T O T w
ot

AR & 9REed &1 17 @ y@eSl §
Gepfera feman T ©

feramamrema

TAAF I FEE 9 STk A Sdl R o
THfeE W 3 JEEl & qeerEl s usiia Sl

291 § ¥ qfeed o faawor i gefad @
e FHRDI W 9-3TFHfah, STfeh o FerEhT
N Y@ T ST HeH ofuel faeqa wHae S

T tefedeeen i Sia @ 75
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et 7.1 9RA — I |t
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I e (1. 676) 63950
HieX @ (1.000) 2402
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F 67956
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ST AL Sfaee § Uiged o o1 99t
el 1 STden Yol UReRd Y@ el T @1 g
o ufted gaene 9 g Tl @) 9gd 9 anht
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= SEt wEeEd o qofden wa e ogg €
SR ©ie & A HEl ot SEEvas €9 9 MEr
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L, S Hifau, g0 19 Yermfeal i Ui a1
W Fed ¥ hY TEE FR Thd 7?2

76 \ THHTAE “A-2

RIERKIER]

gRd o UREed AHfd W UEYRd U A4
Ufiere 1 WeM €1 T8 TEUelE i STAN I
T 3T H AT T 2 BT &1l TS EeRT T
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TG & T ST T INUFersh, St wR@m
9 o a9 foR[ el @ e o fman S @l
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TRl SR o SR Sl §1 g Sviafss i H
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ST % FHRO E WA B W T eI s
1 URRYE @ stfues B oifeRe SEeR] =l Wi
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eIl 3aH o 'l o SR R
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o HTHME R Ygel TR WA & HY-HY
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Bl 1 TR Shid-ahel TEYeTEHi o 1700 Tohetiex
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9 o W e ¥ S aEd e ® R
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wHiftrq foren T —
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T T gfaen ot 9SH H TR clie- 3Tk ok
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ell 92 o WY g W SEU-gel B8R W
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AT 9 TA9 Y- SE SOd-gel T qen
ST SHEHIY, feAr=el Y_Y 9 I o AT
g o eeliehTel ard SuTeH el
T AT S 87
IS (ST I H7 37 FIRF) fova TR W 19+t
TE H1 T A g, 9 &sita fomre e o
ISt o o forw fese foman T 21 smm AR
o fau SgM 1 TR st &g Hafaefaet
T FgrEn 3 o fu AR fomEa ", 9Ra
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e 9 He Yol W At g3l €, $E fafe=
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G 95 el oF TR Wd ge ot @« g
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1% 391 o Y@ HOR GIEF €1 9Rd 1 Seh-HER
o favd %1 geTH 21 Te U, il 79 SRR
A AR SN i Feferd shidl €1 e o ferw
o5 faedt, el 9oft 1 < gk S @ qen
fafi Tl R IR 50 wEe S #) fde
SOt 1 T § WSS UYohe, TR, ST@ER T
A S ©1 3 el Stk g Tged S
T Tk T Tore 9 S UResd w1 FAn fRa
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AR FHRISHH 1 &4 3529 IT (9RA™ Ufa+) +IT
(a1 YRR =IT (Fc HT 9RG) H T o
R H GHST B IR dhh Bl s B @l
TR A 2

forg 7.10 — AT AHAT-48 W TH STIIGHTCHT
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TR 939 314 21 9N fave o waifus Fafasi
# IARE W B TS HH oY el fhed,
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Bombay Natural History Society: http://www.bnhs.org/

Birding in India and South Asia: http://www.birding.in/
Website of Project Tiger: http://projecttiger.nic.in/

Nature Conservation Foundation: http://www.ncf-india.org/

Wildlife Conservation Society of India: http://www.wildlife.in/

Wildlife Trust of India: http://www.wildlifetrustofindia.org/
Kalpavriksh Environment Action Group: http://www.kalpavriksh.org/

Down to Earth Magazine: http://www.downtoearth.org.in/

Centre for Environment Education, India: http://www.ceeindia.org/cee/index.html

World steel Association: www.worldsteel.org
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